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CIRCULAR NO.”)|! OF 2025

STREAMLINING OF APPELLATE PROCESS — DISPENSING WITH THE REQUIREMENT OF
CALLING FOR THE TRIAL COURT RECORD IN PE MATTERS AND CASES INVOLVING

SENTENCES OF LESS THAN TEN YEARS IMPRISONMENT.

PGS/Admin/40-01/2010/‘301|3'iThe expeditious disposal of criminal appeals is
imperative for the administration of justice; Whereas, the routine calling for the
entire Lower Court Record in every criminal appeal, regardless of the nature and
gravity of the offence, contributes significantly to procedural delays and adminis-
trative backlog;

Whereas, the Hon'ble Supreme Court of Pakistan in its landmark judgment in
Criminal misc. Application No. 504 of 2025, titled the State through Prosecutor
General, Baluchistan vs Complainant bato Khan, has observed that such a practice
is unnecessary for appeals in certain categories of cases and has advised the
adoption of a streamlined procedure;

DIRECTIVE: - In light of the above and in compliance with the directions of the

Hon'ble Supreme Court of Pakistan, the following directive is issued:

(a) Henceforth, it shall not be mandatory for Appellate Prosecutors to routinely call
for the complete Trial Court Record for preparing and filing appeals/revisions in
the following categories of criminal cases:

(i) Cases involving petty offences; and

(ii) Cases where the sentence of imprisonment awarded by the Trial Court is less
than'ten (10) years, irrespective of the nature of the offence.

(b) For the aforementioned categories of cases, the appeal/revision memorandum
shall be prepared and filed based on a concise set of core documents, which shall
be deemed sufficient for the appellate court to adjudicate upon the matter. These
documents are:

Certified copy of the Impugned Judgement.

Certified copy of the Order on Sentence.

Copy of the **First Information Report (FIR).

Copy of the Final Report/Chargesheet filed u/s [Relevant Section of CrPC].

. Any other specific document that is strictly relevant to the limited grounds of
appeal (e.g., @ medico-legal certificate in a specific context).

COMPLIANCE: - (a) All DPPs and Appellate Prosecutors are hereby directed to

strictly adhere to this new procedure. The practice of automatically requisitioning
the entire lower court record for the specified categories of cases must cease

immediately.
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(b) The full record may only be called for in exceptional circumstances within these
categories, and only after receiving written permission from the competent au-
thority i.e. Prosecutor General Sindh, who must be satisfied that the specific
grounds of appeal absolutely necessitate a complete review of the evidence.
The reasons for such a request must be recorded in writing.

ENCLOSURE: - A copy of the Judgement passed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of
Pakistan in its landmark judgment in Criminal misc. Application No. 504 of 2025,
titled the State through Prosecutor General, Baluchistan vs Complainant bato Khan
is enclosed herewith for your ready reference and compliance.

(MUNTAZIR MEHDI)
ACTING PROSECUTOR GENERAL SINDH
No.PGS/Admin/40-01/2010/ '30113' Karachi dated 11'" September 2025

The Additional Prosecutor General Sindh (All).

The District Public prosecutor (All).

The Deputy Prosecutor General Sindh (All).

The Assistant Prosecutor General Sindh (All).
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My, Justice Athar Minallah

‘Mr. Justice [rfan Sandat Khan
Mr. Justice Malile Shalizdad Abmad Khan

1

Ghulam Hussaln son of

" Mewa Khan and another .....Petitioncrs in Crl.P.85/2024
PariqHussain - e Petitioner it Cr1P.93/2024
Ghulam Hussain 2o .. Petitioner m Crl.P.QfHQDZ"# .

Versus 2 I

Thie State through Progecutor

General, Balochistan - .wnRespondent in all capes

For the petitioners: Syed Rifaqat Huesain Shah, AOR
Mz, Kamran Murtaza, Sr. ASC

For the Qtate: -+ Ms. Robina._Buti:, State Counsel.

Complainant: . Bato Khan, in-person

Date of ht;aring: 28.04.2025

_-____-_,____-_ o e e .
riminal petition ie., Crl. Petition -

During the pendency of main ¢

Sied criminial miscellancous application

No.85/2024, office has

No.504 /2025, whegehy the office has sought guidance regarding the

matter of rcu;uisi,tioniné the record of the lower Courts in criminal

cases. : ;
2. Ofﬁcc through the ahovementioned application has sgbmitted -

that as pet earlier practice of this Court, as well &8, 1 the light ©

A 1 Ru [ Order
provisions contained in Rule 6 of Order X¥XII and Rule 10 of :
: Y i i . 11w Toipcr COUr’
wKIIl of the Supreme Court Rules, 1980, the record of the foest SHT
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was belng summoned through the Regiatrar, 1t is further rumhvﬂcd‘“ :
the above-referred application that under Rule 10 of Order XXM of the
Rules ibid, the record of the lower Courts was requisitioned by the
Registrar of this Court, after grant of petition or applicdtion for leave o

appeal by the Court. However, vide order dated 07.112018, /in Crk

Petition No.741- L/ 2015,  pasagd by-leasned two member bench of tbus

Court, office was darcctcd to ensure that in all the cascs, where the

°°mi°ti°1‘1/ sentence of an accused pcmon has been challenged, the

complete record of the luwcr Courts 5hould be made available at the
time of hearing of the case, bc it. a cruninal pct:tion, o ja11 pctmon or a

criminal appeal. Office has furthsr menuoncd in the applicahon that

{hiere 1s shortagc of udequatc bpacc in the record room and there is

also apprchenmun of misplacmg of ongmal record aﬁd that the-

-

abovcmcnhoned practicc of swnmonmg of the record in all the

: cnmmal caBes,; rcsultu mLo the wastagc of prccmus t\mc of the Cuurm

and other concerncd depmtmants, thurcforc, a cla.ﬁficahon bc msuad

e TR ——

que thc abovc-rcfcrred oﬂcr datcd 07.11.2018, of this Cowurt whﬂc

Imrg_ntiunmg the category of cnminal CRECS, whercm the record shmnd 3

necessarily be made available by the ofﬁcc at tha tlme of hcanng of the

cases by this Court.
\,..‘,.c., e
3. Weare of the view that there 18 10 nced to call for the record of

]

the lowcr Courts in el thc crlmmal cascs specially the.cases involving
ctty matters and scntencca less than ten (10) ycm‘s of imprisonment.

Wc therefore, clarify and dn:::ct tho.t thc oﬁ'tcc shan ensure the

i
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Court as wcil as, avaﬂabﬂity of the police fle’ at the time of heanﬂ

lc
orﬂy thosc c:n,minal petitions, jail petitions and cnrmnul appealﬁ B

wmch ha.vc been filcd agmnst CQlTVlCt.lOll/ sentcnce
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. mrmlabllity of thc complctc record of t‘ne tIml Court amd tho High
g of

of an accufcd;
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i'm'ﬂlving : : % T
o Plll'lmhmcnt of tcn (10) yeass inip figoriment OF t_nofd of ii;fi'é'rd .

the gente
n
ce of dcuth has bccn llWardcd to an accugcd’ whercas therc

shall be )
#e neud to aummon the record uf thc COUfta below iﬂ the

"‘\...___‘__“ o
1;..5 than ten
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{ ’ .‘Faam of impri:.-onment and in Bu&h caaes, rucord ahedl bo

» PR e
ummoned unly a{ter an Ordcr has bccn. paﬂsed in this rcspcct by the

Bench hca:mg the case.

4 Off'cc has further sought guidance regarding the cascs, , wherein

some accused(s) absconded at the time of carher ‘trial of the case and

alter his/their arrest, the trial Courts make rcqueats for
the trial of the abscondmg

sending back

the original record of the casc S0 that

accused may be concluded.

S ~ In this respect, we diréct that in the abovementioned situations,

the office shall preparc clear and readable attested copics from the

original record of the ca.sc, g0 that the cases pending before this Court

may be decided on the bama of said attestcd coples/record and

therealter the original record shall be sent back to the trial Court

without any forinal order of this Court, so that the trial Court may

conc]i._ld:': the trial of the absconding accused, who has/have beén

arrested latér ot
ther directed that if the rccorda of the Courts below bave

already bocn gummoned in cascs mvolvmg convictioris/ sentences of

an accused for a period of less than ten (10) years of nnpnsonment

then the said record be immediately sent back to the concerncd

Courts/ departments.

7.  The officc may also place this order before the Hon'ble

evise/revisit the supreme Court Rules,

committée constituted to 1

1980, for thelr kind consideration.
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is pe tition stands dig pused of inthe afozcmcnnoncd ter ms
9, The complainant in this case has appeared and has sought
adjourmment B0 as to coable him to engage a counsel, The request has
iy not been Oppof,ed by the learned counsel for th pctlliom’:r
¢ ad}ournmcnt to a date in office, i
Il
| |
If : I
islg_m_ abad, the '- ‘ -
28! of April, 2025 - a , ! :
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